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flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each
other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose
clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out
came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and
fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..The folk of the quarter heard him and
assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth
what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and
from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man
said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "l am a lover and separated [from him | love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And
thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard | of this thing, nor have | ever known it! Is it of the sons of
Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following
verses:.Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to
him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have
disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was
like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her
gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous
day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..Clemency, Of, i. 120..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and
said, 'l will tell you a right goodly story | heard at a wedding..At this | trembled and replied, '‘By the Most Great God, O my lord, | have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas
any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, | am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what | have suffered of hardships and
perils. Indeed, | have no jot of inclination left for this, and | have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And | related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he
marvelled exceedingly and said, '‘By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and
well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of
God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy." And | answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,’ for that | dared not gainsay
his commandment.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute."
(38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she,
and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto | sing." Quoth he, "Where is this
thing found and of whom shall | get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him,
"Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of
me and | know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst
the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, | do confess, God's chosen prophet is,
And every man requited is for that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, | counsel thee,
beware!.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent
understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman
went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..Now | was drunken and my clothes were
drenched with the blood; and as | passed along the road, | met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered |, and he
said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So | acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the
head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk.” Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, |
was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the
Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon
the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn!
Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he
answered, "Thou liest! | am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my
son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".?STORY OF THE THREE
MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his
fashion and degree?.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..?0OF THE
ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to

the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and
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this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, ‘Verily, |
yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must | enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'l
cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king
went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he
told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of
him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs
must death be and it is liefer to me that | die, oppressed, than that | die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass
this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and
went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to
the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his
coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she
answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girll Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".As for Belehwan,
when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used
to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king
mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his
grandfather..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou

knewest that for love of thee which | endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice

generosity, @ merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.
He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him
nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was
therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dcccexlii.152.
Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.lll Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see
My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..On
the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message,
whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she
sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and
chanted the following verses:.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts.
The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions
there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about
seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er
Rehwan, i. 215..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was
Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun
er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have
named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!" As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the
palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, "Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!" Then they moored their ship and making for the
island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my
kinswomen and | conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so | may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'l
may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.Then, when he
rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses
and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty
horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of
Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed
dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story

dcccexxxii.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146.
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